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Legion of Raffle ticket sellers raises $133,911.50  

Prize* Buyer Seller 

$3000 Peter Udemi Raymond Schreiber 

$1500 Matthew 

Chikerotis 

Sandra Chikerotis 

$500 Steve Bland Ayla Kohler 

Sellers of the winning tickets are (left) Ayla Kohler, 

Raymond Schreiber, and Sandra Chikerotis. 

By Patrick Dunne 

 

 The annual Gibbons fundraiser ensued on Fri-

day, January 15, with an assembly in which students im-

personated teachers, and then vice versa.  These skits, 

which mark the official beginning of raffle season every 

year, were of such unprecedented length that little time 

was left after the assembly for the students to pick up 

their raffle books from their homerooms!   

 With the memories of Mr. Davisôs expedition 

through Africa and the low blows of ñThe Trials and 

Tribulations of Drew Zlochò still fresh in their minds, the 

student body, faculty, and staff embarked on their yearly 

ñOdysseyò to raffle greatness.  So began nearly a month 

of ticket selling, ultimatums to earn days off, challenges, 

rivalries, assemblies, free five dollar bills for having ran-

dom items at the assemblies, games, teachers selling 

overpriced snacks and candy in their classrooms, and so 

much more.   

The ñCubie Martò reopened to help Mr. Cubasôs 

first period class try to win their arbitrary challenge over 

the reigning raffle queen, the seemingly invincible Mrs. 

Serafini.  With numerous rewards promised them for 

their extra effort in selling raffle books, the ranks of the 

members of the 25+ club [a.k.a. ñThe Chiefsò] grew on a 

daily basis.  As an added perquisite this year, Chief status 

for seniors meant a free ticket to their choice of either 

Grad Nite or Prom, compliments of the Development 

Office.  
Continued on page 12 
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News  

By Patrick Dunne 

 

 No figure is 

more prominent in 

the history of the 

Civil Rights Move-

ment in this country 

than Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr., whom 

we honor with a na-

tional holiday the 

Monday after his 

birthday.  Born Janu-

ary 15, 1929, King 

did more to advance 

the cause for which 

he would eventually 

lay down his life than 

perhaps any other figure in American history.   

In the year 1955, he played a crucial role in organiz-

ing the Montgomery Bus Boycott that followed Rosa Parksôs 

famous act of defiance.  Over the years, King proved himself 

to be a master at using civil disobedience and nonviolent pro-

tests such as the sit-in to bring about the downfall of segrega-

tion.   

He proved his leadership further in his service to or-

ganizations like the Southern Christian Leadership Confer-

ence.  His career in Civil Rights culminated in leading a 1963 

march on Washington.  There he made the speech that has 

echoed through the decades, one in which he shared his vision 

of a world in which people were judged ñnot by the color of 

their skin, but by the content of their character.ò  His image 

became the symbol of an American people who did not want 

to be divided along the lines of race. 

Kingôs efforts came to the attention of the govern-

ment, and the Kennedy administration began to work with him 

and champion his cause.  Congress passed the Civil Rights Act 

in 1964.  The same year, 35-year-old King became the young-

est person ever to win a Nobel Prize.   

The following year, Congress passed the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965.  Both acts were made possible by the 

brave and bold actions of King and his contemporaries.  

In 1968, an assassinôs bullet ended Kingôs life, but 

immortalized his legacy.  As he himself once said, ñA man 

who wonôt die for something is not fit to live.ò   

Kingôs demonstrations, always made in peace, never 

threatening, appealed to the humanity of the people they tar-

geted.  As the color barriers in America and all over the world 

dissolve, our minds return to this gallant man who helped 

make it all possible.  For it was he who believed that integra-

tion was something that human society, indeed the human 

soul, demanded.  For sharing this message with the world, Dr. 

King will forever be remembered and revered. 

ñIn the Name of Loveò: In Honor of Martin Luther King 

In one of his finest hours, MLK   

salutes the masses of people who 

joined him in the 1963 March on 

Washington. 

This Day in History- 

March 2
nd 

By Patrick Dunne  

 

1776-General Washington begins the siege of Boston from 

Dorchester Heights, an elevated position surrounding the city, 

using cannons captured at Fort Ticonderoga.  The bombard-

ment would soon drive the British from the city, making the 

event an amazing victory for the fledgling Continental Army. 

1807-Congress makes the importation and exportation of 

slaves (but not slavery itself) illegal.  From this point on, the 

ñpeculiar institutionò could be continued in the United States 

only through natural reproduction. 

1836-The Lone Star Republic, later the state of Texas, declares 

independence from Mexico.  The U.S. would not annex the 

territory until 1845, giving the land an almost decade-long 

stint as a sovereign nation. 

1877-Reconstruction ends when a Congressional commission 

throws the disputed election of 1876 to Rutherford B. Hayes.  

In a covert deal often termed the Compromise of 1877, the 

election was conceded to the Republican candidate only with 

Hayesôs agreement to end the military occupation of the South 

by Union troops.  Soon after taking office, Hayes would fol-

low through on this pledge, keeping up his end of the bargain. 

1902-Dr. Seuss, widely known childrenôs author of books like 

Green Eggs and Ham and How the Grinch Stole Christmas, is 

born to a brew master and his wife in Springfield, Mass. 

1917-Puerto Ricans become legal American citizens through 

the Jones-Shafroth Act, thus expanding the population from 

which the U.S. could build an army to fight WWI. 

1943-The Battle of the Bismarck Sea is fought in the Western 

Pacific.  The Allies emerged victorious, with the American 

and Australian navies engaging and destroying a large Japa-

nese convoy of ships.  The battle ended two days later, on the 

10th anniversary of FDRôs first inauguration. 

1944-The Academy Awards are televised for the first time 

ever.  Awards included Best Picture to Going My Way, Best 

Actor to Bing Crosby for the same movie, and Best Actress to 

Ingrid Bergman for her portrayal of a woman literally driven 

insane by her husband in the mystery/thriller Gaslight. 
1965-Operation Rolling Thunder, a massive bombing cam-

paign intended to cripple North Vietnamese operations in 

South Vietnam, is launched.  Undertaken by the U.S. and 

South Vietnamese Air Forces, it targeted transportation routes 

used by the NVZ military. 

 


